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We welcome you, members and triends of ’First 
Church”, and invite you to join in the celebration of 
our Diamond Jubilee. For, nineteen-fifty-eight marks the 
seventy-fifth year of service for our church, as well as 


the Baptist work in the state. 


It is our hope that this booklet will not only serve as 
a guide to the day's services, but will also be a reminder 
of our church's history—its three-quarters of a century 


in Arizona. 


Our prayer now is that today’s fellowship and cere- 
monies will mark the beginning of a still richer and 


more fruitful era of Christian service and growth for us. 


Sincerely, 


Pare we 


PASTOR Gh THE 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


Tees COC UME NT IS THE PROPERTY 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
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The Ministers 


vide pete rks 
Pastor 
Dr. Ivan B. Bell 
1954 - 
Came from Yakima, VW ashingten 
Bachelor of Arts, University of Rediands 


Bachelor of Divinity, Berkeley Baptist Divinity School 
Awarded Doctorate inity, 1954, 
Berkeley Baptist Divinity Schceol 


Ces 


Oi 41 


Associate Pastor 
Rev. William W. Tapscott 
1955 - 


Came from Bremerton, Washington 

Bachelor of Arts, Linfield College 
Andover-Newton Theological Institute 
Bachelor of Divinity, Berkeley Baptist Divinity 


Minister of Christian Education 


Rev. Nathan W. Turner 
1958 - 
e, Weashingtcen 
ncisco State College 
University of Rediands 
keley Barvtst Divinity School 
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Former Ministers 
GUEST SPEAKERS 


Wr eS 


Dr. Theron M. Chastain, Ph.D. 


Pastor Ninth Street Baptist Church 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Dr. C. Arlin Heydon 


Director of Evangelism 
Ariz. Convention of Am. Baptist Churches 


Rev. H. Glen Bradford 


Pastor Monte Vista Baptist Church 
Phoenix, Arizona 


DIAMOND JUBILEE SUNDAY 
APRIL 20, 1958 
Morning Program 


phe | | MACS Se 


CHIN catty, Aikeige tate; Aglaia either ee ee Radio Station KTAR 


Featuring former pastors 


9:45 a.m. Sunday Church School 


Welcoming former pastors and members as guest teachers and 
participants 


10:45 am. Diamond Jubilee Worship Service 


Worship with the Organ 

Paverawetotabal le, Iplen}eye ego i enc ee een eee erence Bach 
The @calletoswWorship..:.see- Rev. William Tapscott and Chancel Choir 
ye: “Taqees 
The Morning Hymn—"The Church’s One Foundation, seen. No. 423 
The Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
The Gloria 
UOT PS Vavehgg (aoa Cates (Semele 8 eae el ae Dr. Ivan Bell 
EMMY, /cahlaV agi com Be lellousinalel) pieiyen 2a. y Un Aree pee ee Leinbach 

The Chancel Choir 

pee KGL OS 
The Scripture Lesson............---.-------cc--c-2-sesreeceeeetees Rev. Nathan W. Turner 
The Hymn of the Month— 

“ Nwake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve”.......-----2-.------- No. 369 


The Choral Call to Prayer 

Silent Prayer—’Be Still and Know That I am God" 

PerstOrc MPC CT. e reece aoe seen ecee tee emcee nes Dr. C. Arlin Heydon 
The Registration and Church Calendam...............- Rev. William Tapscott 
The Offertory and Offering 

The Doxology and Dedication of Offering 


The Anthem—‘Great and Glorious’ ....W.....----.----s-s-ssenseeeeseeecreteees Haydn 
TRS IAS OTITI OTe ese eas ep Sane secs ape “foes nena se Dr. Theron Chastain 
The Invitation Hymn—'Onward Christian Soldiersie.s == No. 482 
The Benediction and Choral Amen 

The Postlude—Postlude in D Major.........-...-.2-----2:-----se eee Spinney 


soc aca Scant Sone cosa bp nino A 


THE CHAPEL 


em pore emgy 


DIAMOND JUBILEE SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON PROGRAM 


WES Geponk, “leterea(steraleatbotes | Dykghel-vee cy, ae Oe an 555 ee re Fellowship Hall 


James Creasman, Master of Ceremonies 
“Just Food, Fellowship and Fun” 


AUD Gewia, Dglojenlsleleherthalsp Jtugeles coun eG itd oon Baie ery ee The Sanctuary 


C. J. Smith, Chairman, Diamond Jubilee Celebration, Presiding 
Prelude 


Greetings — 
Arizona Convention of American Baptist Churches 
Dr. Carlton Saywell, Executive Secretary 
Phoenix Council of Churches—Dr. Kermit Long, President 
Baptist General Convention of Arizona 
Dr. Charles L. McKay, Executive Secretary 
City of Phoenix — Mayor Jack Williams 
State of Arizona — Governor Emest McFarland 


Anihonweaar Gs Oridwinsexce Sige 205 ee We re Mozart 
Chancel Choir 
ACT ess aes ae ee a rege Ore cd en ere ee Dr. C. Arlin Heydon 
lagiansvgbeess JB -Yerel (Opa, NOM Never (aiuq ell maar ieee ere. Seman ON No. 363 
BST OCICH OT emer ee a ar ce PTI Sitch so nnae decease tisaton Dr. Ivan Bell 
Postlude 
7:00 p.m. EVENING PROGRAM 
re iden PP relic es mse ONG were eee oo sane Aerie te ees Rowley 
UT Sie Canaan eee es ere I eee ear eee Borowski 

TEV OCCION: CHIC MELOY Clee ee oan ces dite 2 urns Rev. Nathan Turner 
Pinar me plestsbewince ies. hat: DindS@. ss fase ee No. 476 
Responsive Reading — ‘“God’s House’ — Selection No. 4 

(OlGerestcimen Gr Orion) 2)... oe et eee Rev. William Tapscott 
Tp ATY = BYERS ga fg paket ne em Dr. Bell 
DIAMOND JUBILEE PAGEANT 

1883 — 1958 
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Rev. Uriah Gregory: 1883-1884 


Came from Tucson, Arizona. 


Rev. S. P. Davis: 1884-1885 
Came from Rochester, New York. 


Rev. J. M. Fowler: 1886-1887 


Came from Port Royal, Kentucky 
Rev. A.J. Sturtevant: 1888 


Came from Vallejo, California. 
Served from March to November, 1888. 


Rev. G. W. Raines: 1889 


Served from March until he resigned in 
a few weeks because of illness. 


Rev. F. D. Rickerson: 1889-1892 


During his ministry the frst church on 
Second Avenue and Jefferson Street was 
remodeled. 


Rev. John F. Ames: 1892 


Began his ministry in June, but was 
thrown from a buggy the Sunday his 
ministry began and died in a few days. 


Rev. Wesley McKinney 
Southside Chape!i 
Phoenix, Arizona 


Ministers of the First Bc 
1883s 


Rev. John Vane: 1892-1894 


Came from Winters, California 


Rev. S. C. Davis 1894-1895 
Rev. C. Wilson Smith: 1895-1896 } 
Rev. Lewis Halsey, D. D.: 1896-1905 


During his ministry, the church building 
on Jefferson and Second Avenue burned. 
A new site, at Third Avenue and Mon- 
roe was selected and the first unit of 
the new church was erected. | 


Rev. Orville Coats, D. D.: 1905-1910 


Came from Massachusetts, and it was | 
during his ministry that the church which 

was to serve the people for the next 

iwenty years was completed and dedi- 

cated. 


Rev. J. Harvey Deere, D.D.: 1911-1915 
Rev. Geo. R. Varney, D.D.: 1915-1917 
Rev. George M. Lehigh: 1917-1921 

Rev. E. H. Shanks, Ph.D.: 1922-1923 


Como, 


— MISSIO! 


Miss May Coggins 
Central Philippine University 


Philippine Islands NOTICE: This 7 
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aptist Church of Phoenix 
——1958 


Rev. W. B. Percival: 1922-1923 


Inierim Pastor, who was cziefly responsi- 
ble for bringing about a urion of the Cal- 
vary Baptist and the First Saptist Church. 


| Rev. Richard E. Day, D.D.: 1923-1932 


Came from Riverside, California. 

Dr. Day, during his miniszy, influenced 
the architectural design ci the present 
church, which replaced the structure be- 
gun during the ministry of Dr. Lewis 
Halsey, in 1905. 


| Rev. C. Arlin Heydon, D.D.: 1931-1945 


Came from Pueblo, Coloredo. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Heydon, 
| this church became debt free and as- 

sumed a position of influence and im- 

portance as one of the :arger Baptist 

churches in the west. 


Rev. George B. Barton: 1944-1954 
Came from Spokane, Washington. 
Served as Associate Pasicz: and passed 
away in October, 1954. Rev. Barton 
served this church during cne of its most 
trying times, and is credi:ed with hold- 
ing it together. 


NARIES — 
Rev. and Mrs. Ralph George 


Central Philippine University 
Philippine Islands 


naterial may ba protectsa 
fie LP AUS. Codey. 


Rev. Theron Chastain, Ph.D.: 
1945-1952 


Came from Santa Barbara, California. 
During his ministry, the education unit 
was built and dedicated, free of debt. It 
was during his ministry the first Director 
of Education, and of Music, Marvin Bol- 
linger was employed. 


Rev. Harold Bottemiller: 1945-1947 


Served on the ministerial staff during 
these years and resigned to become the 
Pastor of the Immanuel Baptist Church. 


Rev. Rolland R. Dutton, D.D.: 
1952-1954 


Came from Topeka, Kansas. 


Rev. H. Glen Bradford: 1955-1957 


Joined the present staff in March of 1955 
as an Associate Pastor. Resigned in 1955 
to accept the pastorate of the Monte 
Vista Baptist Church. 


Dr. and Mrs. F. L. Meadows 


Puebla 
Old Mexico 


The first church, at Second Avenue and Jefferson, was begun as a wooden frame building in 1883. 
It was remodeled and enlarged from time to time. This structure burned September 25, 1902. 


THE FIRST BAPTIST 


The first records of this church include the 
names of R. A. Windes, U. Gregory, D.D., 
3. P. Davis, J. M. Fowler, F. D. Rickerson, D.D., 
Jean Vane, S. C. Davis, C. Wilson Smith and 
Lewis Halsey D.D. They should be remem- 
bered well, for each served as its ministe: 
through the beginning. 


The actual beginning of the church may 
have been in 1881, when a small group held 
irregularly scheduled meetings over a three 
year period during which the needs for es- 
tablishing a Baptist Church in Phoenix were 
discussed. 


The Reverend Mr. R. A. Windes, a valiant 
frontier minister who is credited with organr- 
izing and establishing a Baptist church in 
Prescott in 1880, which was then the capitcl 
of the Arizona Territory, was one of the fore 
most leaders in the movement. Apparently 
this dedicated man made frequent trips from 
Prescott to Phoenix in the early ‘80's to fu: 
ther the idea. The route, in those days, from 
Prescott to Phoenix followed the old Coppe: 
Basin Road down to Skull Valley, thence 'c 
Date Creek to the west of Yarnell Mountain, 
‘hence to Congress Junction, a mp-roaring 
mining camp whose social life was dominated 
>y a character known as ‘Big Nose Kate,” 
then to Wickenburg and finally into Phoenix. 


It was a good five days of travel under the 
best of conditions, but often the way was 
endangered with renegade Indians and 
white men who waylaid the travelers. 


But none of these detered this stalwari 
disciple of the Baptist faith, even though he 
was a small wisp of a man. The Rev. Mr. 
Windes’ name frequently appears in the 
early history of this state, especially in con- 
nection with the furtherence of Christianity. 


During the winter of 1882, Mr. Windes held 
regular meetings for several months in Phoe- 
nix. His leadership inspired the small group 
to positive action. A meeting of the follow- 
ers was called on the morning of March 
21st, 1883. 


These people, already completely observ- 
ant of the democratic way of doing things 
which has been one of the great strengths 
of the Baptist movement everywhere, elected 
Uriah Gregory a minister from Tucson, Ari- 
zona to act as chairman. The Reverend Mr. 
Gregory was the same caliber as Rev. 
Windes, for he had traveled north from Tuc- 
son over a period of three years too, in an 
effort to establish a church in Phoenix. At 
this same meeting, E. E. Isaac was elected 
clerk. 


CHURCH 


Prayer, singing of songs and observence 
of other religious ceremonies was followed by 
the admission of William Isaac, Mrs. Jennie 
Isaac, E. £. Isaac, Amelia Rosson, Nellie E. 
Rosson, Mrs. A. R. Gotten, J. W. Clark, Mrs. 
L. C. Clark to the membership of the new 
church. 


thincs 


The small group lest ne time getting t 
under way. A commitiee was appointed im- 
medictely to select a location for the erec- 
tion of a church building. The morming meet- 
ing was then adjourned until two o'clock in 
the afternoon when the group reconvened to 
hear the committee's repori. It was anncunced 
a church would be built at Second Avenue 


and Jefferson. 

And until the new building could be erect- 
ed, arrangements were made for the cnar- 
ter members of the newly formed First Ecp- 
tist church to obtain the use of Ryder’s 
Chapel, which was on the south side cf 
Jefferson, between First and Second stree:s. 


The selection of the site was followed al- 
most immediately with the erection of a wecd- 
em frame building. This must have beer ca 
shell of a building because the ceiling was 
of a heavy cloth — canvas-like materia! — 
which was burned when lightning hit che 


The cornerstone of the 


new church in 1884. Quick action on the pert 
O: some ct the citizens put out the fire before 
great damage was done and saved the build. 
ing so it was only necesscry to make some 
minor repairs and to replace the canvas 
cloth with a more durable ceiling! 


The small congregation had additional trou- 
bles, though, for it is recorded that seven 
different ministers came and went in less 
than six years. The seventh, the Rev. Mr. F. 
D. Rickersen led the membership in remodel- 
ling the original frame building by facing 
it with brick. This building was to serve the 
people for the next ten years. 


Trial and troubles followed for the mem 
bership. Not long after the church had been 
rebuilt, Mr. Rickerson died—another blow 
to the struggling young church. 


The group now felt thet perhaps they 
should have a young man as a minister, so 
that he could grow with the church. So, a 
John F. Ames was called. The new pasto> 
arrived and on a Sunday morning in June, 
1892. His first Sunday at his new church, 
enroute to services, his horse ran away, 
the buggy overturned and the young minis. 
ter died a few days later! 


IN PHOENIX 


second church, at Third Avenue and Monroe, was laid August 19, 1903. The 
auditorium was completed and dedicated, April 29, 1906. 


] : 


The valiant group then called Jeam Vane 
from Winters, California. The Reverend Mr. 
Vane armived in November. A  windstorm 
blew out the west wall of the church in De 
cember. 


While this “Act of God” wasn't covered by 
insurance as it would have been today, it 
did provide the opportunity — “necessity” 
might be a better word — for the church to 
expand the size of its building for the grow- 
ing congregation. 


Until 1893, two rooms in the back of the 
church were used as the parsonage, but the 
fast-growing Sunday School soon demanded 
the use of these and Mr. Vane moved into 
a house. 


Ten years after its organization, the mem 
bership of the First Baptist Church stood at 
91, and in March of ‘93, a young people's 
group was organized. Too, within the same 
month, twenty one members of the Baptist 
brotherhood from Tempe, Mesa, Buckeye and 
Phoenix met to form the Arizona Baptist Con- 
vention. 


Since the Baptists believed in immersion 
and because the church did not have a bap- 
tistry, all baptismal services were held in 
the Town Ditch, the canal that ran through 
the center of Phoenix just south of Van Buren 
street. The baptisms were performed, usually, 


The architecture of the present church is an ex- 

pression of religious philosophy, showing Grecian, 

Roman and Modern influences. The three columns 

decorated with Grecian scroll represent the Holy 
Trinity. 


at Second Avenue and Van Buren, just one 
block east and slightly north of the location 
of the present church. 


In the afternoon of September 25, 1902, 
fire destroyed the old church building which 
had housed the membership during the firsi 
fifteen years. Everything was bummed, includ- 
ing records and the first Bible. 


Sympathizers gathered at the parsonage of 
the Reverend Mr. Lewis Halsey. Among 
them was a man who had always tied his 
horse in the atternoon shade cast by the 
old church. This man, whose name we do 
not know, gave $10 as the first contribution 
to the new building fund. 


The other Christians of the city immedicte- 
ly offered the Baptists the use of thei: 
churches, including members of the Christian 
Church who had a new building at the cor- 
ner of Fifth street and Monroe, but no pastor. 
They suggested the Baptists use their church 
until the new minister arrived in Phoenix. 


The generosity of the community knew no 
bounds or restrictions, and the offer of a 
Catholic friend, Eugene Brady O'Neill, to use 
his building, O'Neill Hall, free of charge, was 
accepted. 


A building committee, composed ci Dr. Jonn 
Wix Thomas, L. W. Coggins and C. D. Dorris— 
all three of whose descendants are siill active 
and devoted workers in First Church—selected 
Third Avenue and Monroe as the site of the 
new church building. 

In a surprisingly short time — eleven 
months after the fire had destroyed the 
first church—the second was a-building. The 
comerstone was laid August 19, 1903, and the 
ceremony was completed with the congrega- 
tion's singing, ‘How Firm a Foundation.” 

And firm it must have been, for the Bap- 
tists contributed a mayor to the politica 
scene of Phoenix, who in tum introduced the 
first ordinance prohibiting gambling within 
the city. 


An auditorium was added to the chapel 
and was dedicated April 29, 1906. It was 
necessary to hold three seperate services 
that memorable Sunday in order to accom- 
modate all the people, but five years passed 
before a telephone was installed. At that 
time twelve members eacn agreed to take 
care of one month's toll charges. 


The First Baptist Church continued to ex- 


ert its influence for good on the ccmmunity 
of Phoenix. Three women members: Nell R. 
Blount, Mrs. M. L. Wortman and Mrs. J. R. 
Williams met with representatives of other 
churches to organize a Young Woman's 
Christian Associction. The results of their 


efforts stands directly east of our church to- 
day, a structure which has servec severdi 
generations of young women well. 


The Arizona Territory, of which Phcenix had 
then become the capitol, was admitted to 
the Union as one of the United States in 
1912. That same year there were aimost 500 


members in the First Baptist Church of 
Phoenix. 
The trying years of the First Werld War 


were felt by the church: services were sus- 
pended for more than three months during 
the influenza epidemic, but nevertheless the 
thousand dcllar Lib- 


congregation bought a 

erty Bond. 

Following World War I, the church mem- 
bership expanded in number as Phoenix 
boomed in population, but this period of 


Prosperity was soon overcast with the doubts 


of the recession of 192]. 
Although interim pastor, Rev. William B. 
Percival, 1922-1923, was in extremely poor 


health, he made a memorable and werthwhile 
contribution to our history by bringing the 
members of the Calvary Baptist Church and 
those of the First Baptist together in 1923. 


The welding of these two congregations 
required strong and able leadershir, so it 
was that Dr. Richard E. Day of Riverside, 
California was next called to the ministry. 
The membership swelled to more than 1,000 
and it was soon felt that a new and larger 
building was needed, and the comerstone of 


the preseent church was laid in May, 1929. 


~ 


Dr. Richard E. Day, pastor of the church, 1923- 

1932, was largely responsible for the architecturai 

design of the present church as well as for the 
able Spiritual leadership of its members. 


Richard Day was a devout student of r=- 
ligious philosophy whose eloquence was ex- 
pressed not only in his speech and writings 
but even in the architectural designs cf th 
present church. His spiritual influence on th 
First Baptist Church was inscribed on ths 
cornerstone: “That in all things He might hav 
the preeminence,’ Col. 1:18. It was carrie 
through, even to the four columns on 
side of the stage, which supports the 
ium aren. 


Q 


This writer remembers Dr. Day's walking 
off the stage dunng a Sunday service to 
the four pillars and saying, ‘These columns | 
—four of them—represent the four cnreoniciers 


ot the life and times of our Jesus Chris: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.’ He raisec 
his hand and pointed to the scroll work 
different on each column and pointed ou: 
that the designs had come from pillars founc 
in the- arenitecture cf ancient Greece, whicr 
he had studied. 

Too, the visitors to our church todey wil 


Cc. 


notice that the windows, high on each side 
the auditorium, which are the supporting pi:- 


lars of the walls, are in threes, and tna: 
even the encs of the rows of sects show the 
traditional cathearc! three windows, all c: 
which signify the Holy Trinity—Feather, Ser 
and the Holy Spirit. 
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Rev. George 8. Barton, pastor of the church, 1944- 

1954, was the stalwart advocate of Baptist doc- 

trine, which was expressed in his loyalty, sincerity 

and support of the democratic principles of govern- 
ment in times of crises. 


On each side of the stage, high up on the 
front walls are twc <ccenings, one cn edc:l 
side, decorated witz the Grecian wreath. 


lights recessed in the ceiling under the bal- 
cony 

The new churen, design of which was 
so strongly influencsa by Dr. Dey, was 
unique in many ctns: respects. ine street 
‘evel entrance was <= innovation. Tne crgan. 
‘oo,with a@ console s:ed in the flcor ct the 
suditcrium, had the sipes cencecled in 4 
loft above the chez. ‘The three key-coards 

} h 


threctenec 


This same motif is carried out eround the, 


The holding company of the bonds was 
pressing for settlement, and the church was 
faced with the threat of losing the organ be- 
cause of unpaid installments. 


But then, the people got tegether and askec 
for Divine guidance in their solving their 
problems. 


Dr. C. Arlin Heydon, who had teken the 
ministry, agreed to a 25% reduction in salary. 
Members of the staff were reduced in number. 
Members of the church volunteered to do mcin- 
tenance work: Others provided secretarial 
help. 


And then the stunning news was received 
that the bonds the church wes unable to re- 
deem at their face value had been offered 
to a Mormon church at a large discount. 


But, these good people, instead of taking 
advantage of us, sent one of their repre- 
sentatives to the directors of the First Baptist 
Church and offered to act as agents in our 
behalf. Cur membership then mortgaged their 
earthly possessions and made lIcans, raising 
enough money to redeem the bonds through 
the Mormon representative. The intricacies ol 
the deal were not revealed until after the 
business was completed. 


A further assist was given our church by 
the Home Mission Society of the American 
Baptist Convention in the ferm of a small 
loan to meet operating expenses. 


Then came the impact cf World War I. 
The young men of the church went off to 
war again, some to die in the conflict, and 
others to be tempered into strenger characters 
by its fires. 

During these years of mixed grief and pros- 
perity, the First Baptist Church continued to 
remember the American Baptist Convention 
that had stood by them only a few years 
before. At times this was the only church 
meeting in full its obligations to the naticna! 
organization. Too, the builcing program be- 
gun twenty years before was completed. A 
beautiful chapel and Sunday Schocl rooms 
were dedicated on April 2, 1980, two decades 
excctly after the dedication of the auditorium. 


Shortly after, the church cgain faced a 
schism with a group of the members choosing 
to leave to start another churcn. 


Reverend George Barton, a stalwart pas- 
tcr of principle who was the epitome ot 
Baptist dectrine, is credited by many of us 
for holding the core of our church together. 

And now tceday, the First Baptist Church 
cf Phoenix again has arrived at the moment 
of decisicn. As mortals, we lcok back on a 
history of seventy-five years as a lifetime. 
But, as a brotherhced of spirituci men be 
lieving in God we must be soised for flights 
into new spheres of influence, worlds that now 
lie beyond our ken. For as the doughty Rev. 
erend Mr. Windes and the brave Uriah Greg- 
cry, we tco have been admonished to IGG 
ye into all the world and preach the gos- 


te 


pel. 


eres \k 
“ean & 


Matthew M. Sloan—Organist First Baptist Church 


“Besides theology, music is the only art capable of atfording peace and 
joy of the heart... . This is why the prophets preferred music before all the 
other arts, proclaiming the word in psaims and hymns.... My heart... has 
often been solaced and refreshed by music when sick and Wecry ame 


—Martin Luther 


Dr. Wendell Rider 
Professor of Music 
at 
Arizona State College 
Director of Music 


First Baptist Church 
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